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_ WEEKS AHEAD... TERM FOUR 2025
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FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Friends of Waihi,

The old Cherokee tale, "The Fight of Two Wolves Within You," that we shared in Chapel

on Monday carries a powerful message: the wolf that wins is the one we feed. The fight
between the negative wolf (anger, fear) and the positive wolf (joy, kindness, effort) is
happening inside all of us.

| am pleased to report that as we approach the halfway mark of the term, there is a
fantastic sense of momentum and purpose filling our school grounds. Looking back at the
past week, it’s clear that our community has been actively feeding the good wolf!

Last Sunday brought a wonderful celebration of community starting with our Blokes'
Brunch. This relaxed and meaningful occasion provided students with quality time
alongside a significant male figure in their lives, whether a dad, stepdad, grandfather,
uncle, or mentor. Following a fantastic brunch, the atmosphere was electric as we
screened the All Blacks vs Ireland test match.

Making the morning even more special, we had the honour of welcoming back the 1975
Old Boys cohort for their reunion. Many of the Old Boys joined us for the brunch before
facing our current 1st Xl cricket team in a great fixture. The spirit of competition was
strong, but the camaraderie and lifelong bond between the generations were the real
highlights. The Old Boys were very impressed not only with the standard of the 1st Xl
team, who played exceptionally well to secure a comprehensive victory, but also with the
current state and positive direction of the school.

Thank you to everyone who made the Blokes' Brunch and the reunion such a warm,
memorable, and successful occasion.

As we look ahead to the 2026 school year, I'm pleased to share that our new team
members will be joining us for our teacher-only day on Monday 17th November, at the
end of the exeat weekend. This will be an important opportunity for our staff to come
together and begin shaping plans for the year ahead.

You may hear your child mention conversations happening at school around next year's
class groupings or boarding arrangements. Over the coming weeks, teachers will be
starting the process of drafting class lists for 2026. As always, this will be a thoughtful and
collaborative effort, involving all staff members.

In creating balanced and effective classroom environments, we take into account a

~continued over the page~

Waihi School | 5 Nov 2025




From the Headmaster’s Desk (CONTINUED)

number of important factors, such as boarding/day mix, gender balance, academic needs,
learning support requirements, friendships, and individual personalities. While we do
sometimes ask students about friends they would like to be with, we are mindful that the
best learning often happens outside comfort zones, and so no guarantees are made in this
regard.

From time to time, parents request a specific teacher or friendship grouping for their
child. I want to be clear that we are unable to accommodate teacher requests, as doing so
for some would be unfair to others. However, we recognise that there may be contextual
or pastoral information we are not aware of that could be useful in our decision-making. If
there is anything along these lines that you feel is important for us to know, please get in
touch by emailing me at headmaster@waihi.school.nz within the next two weeks.

Thank you for your continued support as we begin preparing for another exciting year at
Waihi School.

Next week marks assessment week, an important time for students to demonstrate their
learning and progress, but it can also be a source of increased stress.

| encourage you, as parents, to help your child maintain a healthy perspective and manage
any potential anxiety. Our school's core focus is always on learning and growth, not just
the final mark.

How you can help this week and over the weekend:

e Prioritise rest: Encourage a consistent sleep schedule, as a well-rested mind performs
best.

e Balance is key: Ensure study is balanced with breaks, exercise, and healthy meals.

e Focus on effort: Remind your child to focus on preparing effectively and trying their
best. Let them know that you celebrate their effort and preparation above all else.

Our staff are working closely with students to ensure they feel supported and prepared.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child's teacher if you have any concerns
regarding their well-being next week.

Wishing your family a positive and successful fortnight ahead.

Warm regards

Gareth Wood
Headmaster
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WAIHI PROJECT

Upcoming Event | Information | Updates

 PYNE HOUSE EXPANSION

Last week, you will have received an invitation to attend a special event
on Sunday, 30 November, where we will be sharing the details of our
exciting new project — the Building Our Future - Pyne House Expansion.

This marks a significant moment in Waihi’s story as we respond to the
continued growth in demand for boarding and our commitment to
providing the very best environment for our community. Pyne House has
always been the heart of our boarding community, and this expansion will
ensure it continues to serve generations of Waihi students to come.

| am genuinely excited about what lies ahead and the opportunities this
project brings. | hope you can join us as we share our vision for the future
of boarding at Waihi.

Please RSVP here

— | look forward
to seeing many of you there.

Gareth Wood,
Headmaster
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WAIHI NOTICES

Upcoming Events | Information | Updates

Waihi Library Book Returns

Please could all Waihi library books be returned to the School Library
before Thursday 13 November 2025.

All books are to be returned to the return box in the library or handed to
Mrs Cunningham directly please, not placed back on the shelves.

Any library books unaccounted for after EXEAT will be charged to your
student’s account, to allow the book to be repurchased and replaced.

Lost Property

Can all families please complete a double check of all your child’s clothing
items to ensure they have their correct belongings.

Anything that is located that belongs to another, please return the item/s to
the rightful owner.

Many pairs of socks and sun hats are going walkabout at the moment.

Many thanks in advance for your assistance,
Mr Clayson

Return of Trophies / Cups

Calling for all Athletics, Awards Assembly and Prize giving trophies to be
engraved, cleaned and return to Kat in the school office please.

Athletics trophies:
were due back to school by Friday 31 October 2025

Prize giving trophies:
are due back to school by Friday 21 November 2025
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WAIHI NOTICES

Upcoming Events | Information | Updates

WANAKA COMMUNITY VISIT

DATE: Tue 18 November 2025 TIME: 6:00pm - 8:00pm
VENUE: Edgewater Hotel, Wanaka

Everyone welcome. Whether you are a past, current or future parent, we would
love to see you when we are visiting your local area.

Please email Kat to register at: executive@waihi.school.nz

This is a combined hosting with Christ’s College, St Margaret’s College, Waihi School coming together.

EXEAT WEEKEND

The Exeat weekend this term is Friday 14 November 2025 through to and including
Monday 17 November 2025. No school on Friday or Monday.

Boarders are welcome to return to Pyne House from 5.00pm on Monday 17th, or in time
for the start of the school day on Tuesday 18 November 2025.

2026 YEAR 8 PLACES AVAILABLE
Due to strong enrolments and continued growth, we are delighted to announce the

opening of a third Year 8 class in 2026. As a result, a few Year 8 girls’ boarding places and
a limited number of Year 8 boys’ and girls’ day student places are now available.

If you know of families who may be interested in joining Waihi for their final year, please
encourage them to contact Kat Thompson at executive@waihi.school.nz.

Waihi School |5 Nov 2025


mailto:executive@waihi.school.nz
mailto:executive@waihi.school.nz

WAIHI NOTICES

Upcoming Events | Information | Updates

https://www.cashforcommunities.co.nz/nominate-your-cause

- growingthe =
pGG wrightson | COUNTRY | <& &hfor iies

Nominate your Cause  HowitWorks Case Studies  Qualifying Products Participating Suppliers

Home / Nominate Your Cause

Nominate Your Cause

To nominate your chosen Qualifying Cause, please enter your PGG Wrightson account number and name below.

Account Number *

10 character(s) remaining

Name *

If you purchase your Spring chemical or Ballance fertiliser from
PGG Wrightson, please nominate Waihi as your chosen school /
charity. Waihi will then receive a donation from the spend.

If you are keen, please complete the form each springtime.
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CELEBRATING OUR WAIHIANS

Photographs shared by parents / caregivers

Flag Football / Jump Jam teams

The determination and skill of our students continues to impress on the national stage.
Please join us in congratulating two teams who achieved outstanding results:

- Our Flag Football team showed = = e -
incredible teamwork and talend to  § =
achieve a remarkable 4th place y
finish at the National Championships.
This is a sensational effort.

- Our Jump Jam team delivered a
captivating performance at the
Nationals, which was deservedly
recognised with several prestigious
category awards.

The resilience and commitment shown by all these students, coaches, and supporting
families are a real point of pride for our school.

Maria Davison : S —

Congratulation Maria who took
out Champion at last weekend’s
Ashburton A&P Show.

Z0-XCmINn>
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GOOD SAMARITAN AWARD

Celebrating our wider Waihi community

This week’s “Good Bloke” shout out goes to
Hayden MacKenzie for stopping to help one of
our vans that suffered a flat tyre on Monday
while out for their Year 7 OE Expedition Day!
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IMPORTANT MEDICAL NOTICE

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

You may have seen media reports regarding confirmed measles cases across New Zealand.
While we have no known cases connected to our Waihi community, we are taking sensible,
proactive steps to ensure our students and staff remain healthy and prepared.

As part of this preparation, we are actively reviewing our school health records. We strongly
encourage all families to check their child's MMR (Measles, Mumps, Rubella) vaccination
status with their GP.

This is also an important reminder to ensure the school office has the most up-to-date medical
information for your child, including any allergies, health needs, and their immunisation status.
Please check your own and your child/childrens’ immunisation status through My Health

Record: https://my.health.nz/

Our approach is precautionary, not alarmist. It’s about being prepared to respond swiftly and
confidently should a case appear in our region. These measures reflect our commitment to the
safety, responsibility, and wellbeing of everyone in our school community.

Please be vigilant. If your child becomes unwell with a fever, sore red eyes, cough, runny nose,
or rash, they must be kept home. Please seek medical advice immediately by ringing your
doctor or Healthline on 0800 611 116. For any confirmed or suspected cases, please notify
Waihi immediately so we can enact our health protocols.

Here's a link to with the details of symptoms to be aware of
https://info.health.nz/conditions-treatments/infectious-diseases/about-measles/measles#sy
mptoms-of-measles-25

Anyone born between 1969 and 2004 may have only received one vaccine dose and might not
be fully protected. It's safe to get extra doses. A free vaccine can be booked online or via the
Vaccination Helpline on 0800 28 29 26.

Book my vaccine - Health New Zealand - https://app.bookmyvaccine.health.nz/

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. By working together, we can protect
the wellbeing of every child in our care.

Warm regards,

Gareth Wood

Headmaster
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PYNE HOUSE

Dinner Time for boarders
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PYNE HOUSE

An evening with Year 7-8 Craighead Boarders

Our Pyne House girls welcomed the Year
718 boarders from Craighead.

It was brilliant to see our girls host so
well, welcoming Craighead so warmly.

There are many connections between the |
two schools, and for our three boarding
girls joining Craighead for Year 9 next
year, a wonderful opportunity to start to
form relationships.

Thank you to our matron and kitchen
team, for your support to make last
evening a great success.
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